School Social Work

School Social Workers’ Network

INDIT Közalapítvány have been carrying out school social work in several primary and secondary schools in the city of Pécs since 2006.
In the course of the programme qualified school social workers provide easily accessible personal support for pupils, their families and for the whole community of the school.
General objectives of the programme are the following:

-to improve clients’ problem solving skills, 

-to induce a favourable change in their way of living, 

-to reduce the prevalence of deviant behaviour among pupils
-and to increase the supportive capacity of the school community. 
School social workers working in the partner schools are employed by an NGO independent from school leadership and local authorities. This very NGO is INDIT Közalapítvány. This is the so called Pécs model for school social work.
SERVICES OFFERED BY SCHOOL SOCIAL WORKERS:
Individual counselling and case management: 
• counselling for pupils experiencing hardships at school or undergoing difficult life events 
• counselling for pupils in conflict with teachers or vice versa 
• career advising
• acting for pupils at official procedures, assistance in the resolution of social problems, advising on application for grants 
• enabling parents to handle their child’s academic failure or behavioral problems at school, improving parenting skills
• referring pupils and parents to specialized services (spcecialized advisory offices, youth bureaus, child protection services, employment agencies, drug abuse treatment centres etc.)
• mediation between parents and children
Services provided for parents and families:
· Counselling and life management coaching for families
· Attendance at teacher-parent meetings

Group work:

· Social group work for pupils with specific needs and for heterogenous groups

· Building good relations among classmates via group techniques

· Seminars for pupils on different topics

· Career orientation groups

Community social work:

· Co-operation with pupils’ governments

· Co-operation with youth asssitance goups in certain districts of town

· Co-operation with parent teacher asssociations

· Introducing and organizing community events (film clubs, tea-rooms) for pupils

· Planning and organizing free time activities and programmes strengthening social solidarity

· Participation in school excursions and trips, contribution to days of education

· Organizing further education for teachers

Our colleagues:

Gergál Tímea programme co-ordinator, supervisor
Cserhalmi Balázs school social worker
Nagy Ágnes school social worker
Propsz Emma school social worker
Takács Eszter school social worker
Verbai Csaba school social worker
Máté Zsolt expert social worker
Dombrádi Zita advisor on social work
